
APPENDIX H 

PRELIMINARY CHARACTERIZATION OF NATURAL
ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES
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West Transitway Facility, Ottawa: Bayshore Station to Moodie Drive 
Vegetation Features

Date:  September 2009

Project No:  50-3403

Figure No:  1A
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Note: Black Maple present in veg units 6, 8, 9 

Unit
Number Vegetation Overview

Cultural meadow dominated by grass and disturbance tolerant herbs. Pockets of planted young shrubs and trees with some
 natural regeneration. Ditches and occasional wet pockets with cattail, Common Reed and Reed Canary Grass.
Young to mid-aged deciduous forest with White Ash and maple and a dense understory dominated by Buckthorn.
Dense hawthorn dominated thicket with occasional open areas. Young White Ash and Silver Maple buffer plantings at unit
 edge adjacent to Highway 417 right of way.
Young White Ash and American Elm dominated forest. Canopy is more open in northern portion of unit.
Deciduous forest on valley slope with Green Ash, Basswood and large Bur Oak in canopy.
Mature Sugar Maple - White Ash deciduous forest with abundant deadfall logs and standing snags. Regionally uncommon
 Black Maple present within unit.
Mosaic of floodplain meadow marsh dominated by grass and Sugar Maple floodplain forest. Seepage area adjacent to
 Highway 417 right of way with Reed Canary Grass, jewel-weed, cattail, sedges. 
Raspberry cultural thicket and Sugar Maple/Black Maple regeneration along hydro corridor. Vegetation is managed to
 limit height beneath hydro wires.
Sugar Maple and Elm dominated lowland deciduous forest within Stillwater Creek floodplain.
Young Sugar Maple - White Ash Deciduous Forest surrounding tributary of Stillwater Creek. Construction access road runs
 from path to hydro corridor west of tributary.
Disturbed area with young White Ash and Sugar Maple regeneration. Trees are generally in poor health.
Cultural meadow with clusters of planted and naturally regenerating shrubs and trees on raised berm.  
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West Transitway Facility, Ottawa: Bayshore Station to Moodie Drive 
Regionally Rare Plant Species

Date:  September 2009

Project No:  50-3403

Figure No:  1B
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Note: Black Maple present in veg units 6, 8, 9 

Unit
Number Vegetation Overview

Cultural meadow dominated by grass and disturbance tolerant herbs. Pockets of planted young shrubs and trees with some
 natural regeneration. Ditches and occasional wet pockets with cattail, Common Reed and Reed Canary Grass.
Young to mid-aged deciduous forest with White Ash and maple and a dense understory dominated by Buckthorn.
Dense hawthorn dominated thicket with occasional open areas. Young White Ash and Silver Maple buffer plantings at unit
 edge adjacent to Highway 417 right of way.
Young White Ash and American Elm dominated forest. Canopy is more open in northern portion of unit.
Deciduous forest on valley slope with Green Ash, Basswood and large Bur Oak in canopy.
Mature Sugar Maple - White Ash deciduous forest with abundant deadfall logs and standing snags. Regionally uncommon
 Black Maple present within unit.
Mosaic of floodplain meadow marsh dominated by grass and Sugar Maple floodplain forest. Seepage area adjacent to
 Highway 417 right of way with Reed Canary Grass, jewel-weed, cattail, sedges. 
Raspberry cultural thicket and Sugar Maple/Black Maple regeneration along hydro corridor. Vegetation is managed to
 limit height beneath hydro wires.
Sugar Maple and Elm dominated lowland deciduous forest within Stillwater Creek floodplain.
Young Sugar Maple - White Ash Deciduous Forest surrounding tributary of Stillwater Creek. Construction access road runs
 from path to hydro corridor west of tributary.
Disturbed area with young White Ash and Sugar Maple regeneration. Trees are generally in poor health.
Cultural meadow with clusters of planted and naturally regenerating shrubs and trees on raised berm.  
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Stillwater Creek at Site 1
• Permanent Flow
• No barriers to upstream movement
• Warmwater baitfish community

Graham Creek
• Permanent Flow
• Rock riffles appear man made
• Warmwater baitfish community
   with sculpin

Tributary B
• Drianage gully feature
• Intermittent flow
• "Knickpoint" or 30cm channel drop is present
   at the confluence with Stillwater Creek

Tributary C
• Permanent flow
• Downstream culvert connected to
   stormsewer permanent barrier to
   upstream movement
• Warmwater baitfish community

Tributary A of Graham Creek
• Historically modified
• Seasonal flow
• Warmwater baitfish community

Tributary A
View of Highway 417 culvert outlet
• Permanent Flow
• No barriers to upstream movement
• Warmwater baitfish community

Stillwater Creek at Site 2

Stillwater Creek at Site 6

C1

C2

C3

C4
C5

C6

C7

C8Beaver Dam Stillwater Creek
Life Science Site

View of Highway 417 culvert outlet
• Ability to support direct fish use is unknown.
   However, channel drop at confluence with
   Stillwater Creek hinders fish movement 
   upstream, into this tributary.

Corkstown Road crossing submerged
culvert outlet

Corkstown Road crossing view of culvert
inlet (note backwater effect)

Rock check dam

Watercourse enters
stormsewer

R4

R3

R2

R1

West Transitway Facility, Ottawa: Bayshore Station to Moodie Drive 
Aquatic Features

Date:  September 2009

Project No:  50-3403
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