3.

REQUEST FOR ANNUAL FUNDING
WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS AS AMENDED

That Council approve the request from the Wild Bird Care Centre:
1.

to be included in the year 2000 budget considerations to receive a purchase of
service in the amount of $40,000;

2.

to be included in the budget considerations to receive purchase of service
funding on an annual basis thereafter.

DOCUMENTATION
1.

Councillor G. Hunter’s report dated 14 Sep 99 is immediately attached.

2.

Extract of Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee
Minute, 21 Sep 99, immediately follows the report and includes a record of
the vote.
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Councillor Gord Hunter

SUBJECT/OBJET

REQUEST FOR ANNUAL FUNDING
WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE

REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS
That the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee consider, for
recommendation to Council, the request from the Wild Bird Care Centre:
1.

to be included in the year 2000 budget considerations to receive a purchase of
service in the amount of $40,000;

2.

to be included in the budget considerations to receive purchase of service funding on
an annual basis thereafter.

PURPOSE
The Wild Bird Care Centre has been the only source of assistance to the Region for 18 years as an
Ottawa-Carleton Wild Bird Emergency Response service.
Attached is a letter dated 7 September 1999 from the Founder-Director, Ms. Kathy Nihei that
provides information on the service and their request. Ms. Nihei will be in attendance at the 21
September meeting to response to questions from Committee.

Councillor Gord Hunter
Attach. ( 1 )

2

FINANCE DEPARTMENT COMMENT
No funding has been provided in the 1999 budget for the Wild Bird Care Centre. Approval of the
report recommendation to include funding in the development of the 2000 Draft Operating
Budget would represent a $40,000 increase over the 1999 Corporate base budget. Final funding
approval would be subject to Council consideration during the 2000 budget review process.

Approved by Tom Fedec
on behalf of the Finance Commissioner

Extract of Minute
Corporate Services and
Economic Development Committee
21 September 1999

REQUEST FOR ANNUAL FUNDING
WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE
- Councillor G. Hunter’s report dated 14 Sep 99
Councillor Hunter introduced the report by explaining the Wild Bird Care Centre (WBCC)
had been in operation for many years. The Councillor explained a similar facility, the
Ottawa-Carleton WildLife Centre, operates for wild animals that had been injured and the
WBCC provided a parallel service for birds. Councillor Hunter stated the Region
provided a purchase of service to the WildLife Centre for their service which allowed the
organizers to carry on its operations of a care nature, rather than having to concentrate on
fundraising. The Councillor acknowledged he had been a skeptic and did not necessarily
favour funding outside agencies to do work of their own interests. However, Councillor
Hunter believed if the WildLife Centre received funding, the WBCC should also be on an
equally footing during budget considerations.
In closing, Councillor Hunter reported that during a visit to the WBCC, he discovered a
tremendous business with ample tourist potential. He stated the Centre cared for exotic
birds and was located in a natural wooded environment, providing an opportunity for
visitors to get close to nature’s inhabitants.
Speaking to the report recommendations, Councillor Hunter proposed a change to the
recommendation to illustrate the Committee recommending to Council the request from
the WBCC to be included in the 2000 budget considerations and on an annual basis
thereafter. The Councillor noted the recommendations were not a commitment for
financial support, but would allow the agency the opportunity to have equal consideration
during budget deliberations.
Councillor Stewart inquired if there was a mandate under the Municipal Act for
municipalities to rehabilitate birds. M. Beckstead, Chief Administrative Officer, did not
believe the Municipal Act included this specific and any funds expedited for that purpose
would be at the discretion of Council. Councillor Stewart referenced the mandate for
nuisance wildlife, particularly under public health considerations, as it could be deadly due
to rabies, noting recent cases. Councillor Stewart pointed out the Region did not fund
the rehabilitation of wildlife, which was entirely funded by the private sector through
volunteers and corporate donations. She confirmed the service the Region funded under
the WildLife Centre was the hot line that dealt with the serious nuisance wildlife calls. She
stated the rationale was that if the agency disappeared, the eleven lower tier municipalities
would be inundated with public calls resulting in an expense for municipal governments.

Extract of Minute
Corporate Services and
Economic Development Committee
21 September 1999

The Councillor wondered about the consequences of the disappearance of the WBCC.
She believed the Centre desired support, however, she wanted to make the distinction
between the two agencies.
Councillor Beamish inquired on the timing of the request and a previous request from the
organization in 1998. Councillor Hunter confirmed the Oct 98 request was for emergency
funding as a result of ice storm damage, in which Council approved staff work with the
group to attempt to receive funding under the Ice Storm Disaster Relief Committee. Ms.
Kathy Nihei, WBCC Founder/Director, reported they were unsuccessful in receiving
Regional or Ice Storm funding as they had received $15,000 from the City of Nepean for
ice storm relief. In addition, their request for Regional operating funding in 1998 was
submitted too late to be considered during the 1999 budget process. Councillor Hunter
explained the report recommended their request be included in the 2000 budget for
consideration with the other requests during budget deliberations.
Councillor Cantin expressed support for the report and service. He noted the request for a
purchase of service was a long term commitment, to be considered annually during budget
deliberations.
On a point of clarification, Councillor Stewart explained the lower tier municipalities
requested the Region to assume the funding for the WildLife Centre and explained the
need for stable annual funding.
Councillor Hill inquired if the WBCC received funding from the lower tier municipalities.
Ms. Nihei reported some 1999 funds was received through the lottery corporation via the
various municipalities. Councillor Hill referenced the many regional services, priorities
and pressures. Ms. Nihei provided information on the organization’s budget.
Councillor Stewart inquired why corporate donations were not included in the 2000
budget. Ms. Nihei explained they had been unsuccessful in receiving corporate
sponsorship, noting corporations preferred to sponsor Canada-wide and higher profile
agencies. She confirmed they would continue to attempt to solicit corporate donations,
however, they could not be relied on in developing a budget.
In response to a question from Councillor Stewart regarding similar agencies in other
cities, Ms. Nihei stated the service existed in Toronto and Guelph. Councillor Stewart
pointed out there was not a jurisdiction in Ontario, of any size, that did not have some sort
of wildlife response agency, noting in some cases it was a municipally operated service
due to the loss of volunteer networks.
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In closing, Councillor Stewart reported she would support forwarding the request to be
considered during the 2000 budget considerations. She stated the need for municipal
support to reinforce the value of the natural environment and its creatures. Councillor
Stewart believed if the networks such as the WBCC and Ottawa-Carleton WildLife Centre
failed, it would be difficult to reinvent the service, therefore, becoming a municipal issue
and expense.
Moved by G. Hunter
That the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee recommend
Council approve the request from the Wild Bird Care Centre:
1.

to be included in the year 2000 budget considerations to receive a purchase of
service in the amount of $40,000;

2.

to be included in the budget considerations to receive purchase of service
funding on an annual basis thereafter.
CARRIED as amended
(D. Beamish and B. Hill
dissented)

