4. LAURIER AVENUE BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION - AMENDMENT TO
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STUDY

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
That Council delete the examination of a below grade or above grade pedestrian link
across Laurier Avenue between Confederation Park and the Regional Plaza in front of
the Regional Headquarters.

DOCUMENTATION
1.

Councillor Diane Holmes’ report dated 28 March 2000 is immediately attached.

2.

Extract of Draft Minute, Transportation Committee, 5 April 2000, immediately follows
the report and includes a record of the vote.
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SUBJECT/OBJET

LAURIER AVENUE BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STUDY

REPORT RECOMMENDATION
That the Transportation Committee recommend Council delete the examination of a below
grade or above grade pedestrian link across Laurier Avenue between Confederation Park and
the Regional Plaza in front of the Regional Headquarters.
BACKGROUND
I am requesting that the Environmental Assessment Study for the Laurier Avenue Bridge Reconstruction
be amended to delete the examination of an above or below-grade pedestrian link. An extract of
Minute from the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee meeting of 1 December
1999 is attached. The following documents are also attached and support the position:
1.

M. Fulton letter dated 29 February 2000

2.

Women’s Action Centre Against Violence letter dated 9 March 2000

3.

C. Stark e-mailed comments dated 28 February 2000

Approved by
Diane Holmes
att.

Corporate Services and
Economic Development Committee Minute
01 December 1999

1.

ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORTATION
LAURIER BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION
LAURIER - ELGIN TO NICHOLAS STREETS
CONSULTANT APPOINTMENT
- Environment and Transportation A/Deputy Commissioner’s report
dated 25 Oct 99
Councillor van den Ham noted the large impact construction of this magnitude had on
traffic. He referenced the proposed work plan and inquired if staff considered working
on the project around the clock to minimize traffic disruption. J. Miller, Director,
Engineering Division, confirmed this issue would be reviewed during the environmental
study phase. In response to a question regarding funding, Mr. Miller confirmed Federal
funds were available, however, Regional funds may be required depending on the
outcome of the study.
Chair Chiarelli stated he had requested the Department to consider the creation of a
pedestrian over/under pass from Confederation Park to Festival Plaza. He noted the
high pedestrian volume and significant events held in the Park/Plaza resulting in street
closures. Mr. Miller explained the study would review from the Elgin Street intersection
up to Nicholas Street, and confirmed his request would be considered in the
environmental report. Chair Chiarelli directed staff to proactively review whether a
pedestrian over/under pass could be constructed.
Councillor Meilleur stated the Action Sandy Hill Community Association would like to
be involved in the preparation and consultation processes. The Councillor referenced
the high traffic, pedestrian and cycling movement at the Laurier / Nicholas intersection
and the need to ensure safety. Mr. Miller stated a public advisory committee would be
formed and staff would welcome their involvement. Councillor Meilleur commented she
would like to suggest names from Action Sandy Hill to sit on the public advisory
committee.
That the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee approve
the appointment of McCormick Rankin Corporation, Ottawa to provide
professional engineering services to carry out an environmental study, detailed
design and preparation of contract documents for the reconstruction of Laurier
Bridge, including Laurier Avenue from Elgin Street to Nicholas Street, for a
total contract provision of $923,222.
CARRIED

Extract of Draft Minute
Transportation Committee
5 April 2000

4.

LAURIER AVENUE BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION AMENDMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT STUDY
- Councillor D. Holmes’ report dated 28 Mar 00
By way of background, Chair Holmes explained that when the Regional Headquarters building
was constructed, the NCC stated the Festival Plaza always remain open space and be used in
conjunction with Confederation Park for festivals. Complaints had been received from the Lord
Elgin Hotel and others, however, about the difficulties these businesses enounter by the closure
of Laurier Avenue during times of festivals. In order to avoid having to close the road during
these periods, it was suggested that an examination be conducted of providing a pedestrian
crossing under the road. However, in order to make such a crossing accessible to all users, a
large portion of the park and the plaza would be required to construct a ramp to the tunnel.
Such massive land-taking presents a major problem for both the NCC and the Region. She
advised that local community associations and women’s groups were opposed to any kind of
underground facility, siting isolation and safety considerations. To address these concerns and
in the interest of saving money, she requested committee’s approval of her recommendation.
She also expressed concern about the terms of reference for transportation items not coming to
the Transportation Committee for verification.
The Commissioner advised that one of the requirements of an Environmental Assessment Study
is an examination of some level of every idea put forward.
Councillor Cantin thought that security cameras would provide some element of safety, but the
Commissioner advised that according to surveys, 2/3rds of the women and 1/3 of the men
believe such links are unsafe to use. This is an important factor to consider, because if people
do not feel safe, the tunnels will not be used. The councillor thought that if the tunnel were only
used during festivals, it might be appropriate to have cameras during those times. However, the
Commissioner explained that it is the access and egress points and the actual size the tunnels
would have to be in order to be deemed safe enough by the public to use.
Councillor Byrne noted that compared with other underground pedestrian tunnels, i.e., Carleton
University, this crossing is very short and for the amount of time required to go under and
through a tunnel, she believed pedestrians would probably opt for the shorter way across the
street. She agreed the costs would be phenomenal to provide the type of tunnel that the public
would deem safe enough to use and which would be accessible for all users.

Extract of Draft Minute
Transportation Committee
5 April 2000

That the Transportation Committee recommend Council delete the examination of a
below grade or above grade pedestrian link across Laurier Avenue between
Confederation Park and the Regional Plaza in front of the Regional Headquarters.
CARRIED

