
 
 7. 2001 NOKIA BRIER – CANADIAN MEN’S CURLING 

CHAMPIONSHIP – MARCH 3 – 11, 2001 
GRANT REQUEST OUTSIDE REGULAR PROCESS 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
That Council approve a grant request in the amount of $75,000 for the Ottawa Brier 
2001.   
 
 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
1. Regional Clerk’s report dated 26 Sep 00 is immediately attached.  

 
2. Extract of Draft Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee 

Minute, 03 Oct 00, immediately follows the report and includes a record of the 
vote. 
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 REGION OF OTTAWA-CARLETON  REPORT  
 RÉGION D’OTTAWA-CARLETON  RAPPORT  

 
  
Our File/N/Réf.  
Your File/V/Réf.  
 
DATE 26 September 2000 
 
TO/DEST. Co-ordinator 
 Corporate Services and Economic Development 
 
FROM/EXP. Regional Clerk 
 
SUBJECT/OBJET 2001 NOKIA BRIER - CANADIAN MEN’S CURLING 

CHAMPIONSHIP - MARCH 3-11, 2001 - GRANT REQUEST 
OUTSIDE REGULAR PROCESS 

 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee recommend that Council 
approve a grant request in the amount of $75,000 for the Ottawa Brier 2001.   
 
PURPOSE 
 
This report presents a project grant request (Annex A) from the Nokia Brier 2001 in the amount of 
$75,000 to provide Transportation, Patrons’ Reception and support for community awareness 
programs. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Brier was first held in 1927. It is hosted in different Canadian Cities. Ottawa has hosted two Brier 
in the past years. Both Ottawa Briers occurred at Landsdowne Park in 1979 and 1993. Last year's 
Brier was held in Saskatoon. 
 
The Brier - Canada Men’s Curling Championship - is a sanctioned national championship of the 
Canadian Curling Association and for the year 2001, is being planned, organized and operated by 
Ottawa Brier 2001. 
 
The Nokia Brier 2001 will run from March 3-11, 2001, and will be held in the Ottawa Civic Centre, 
Landsdowne Park. 
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The Brier is a twelve-team competition involving provincial and territorial champions from every 
province and territories in Canada. Numerous teams each year enter club and district playoffs 
attempting to become Ontario’s champion and represent this province at the Brier. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In accordance with the Grants Outside Budget Guidelines, the application was reviewed by the Regional 
Clerk to determine initial eligibility and subsequently considered by a recommendation panel made up of 
Louise Crandall, Ottawa Tourism and Convention Authority; Réjean Chartrand, Executive Director, 
Economic Affairs and Louise Roy-Brochu, Acting Manager Arts Program. 
 
Ottawa Brier 2001 is a not for profit organization within the Province of Ontario and is managed by a 
volunteer board of directors.  A professional staff has been hired to handle the day to day operations.  
The proposal presents a professional approach to sponsorship and promotion.  The group has already 
identified several funding and presenting partners plus a strong volunteer component. 
 
OTCA supports the request since the Nokia Brier will utilize 4,520 room nights in an otherwise down 
period.  It will provide in excess of $10 million in economic impact for the region. The Nokia Brier is a 
sought after event that other Canadian cities have supported at or over this request level (ie. $75k) and 
will involve significant media coverage providing incremental profile for Ottawa. The event will raise the 
profile of sports and sports facilities locally, which is a direction in which OTCA is moving. 
 
 
Economic Affairs recommends funding support for the following reasons: 
• the economic impact projected at over $10M is significant 
• national exposure of Ottawa over the nine days and 66 hours of television coverage is an excellent 

marketing investment 
• TSN's interest in a special feature to showcase Ottawa is of interest, and we should ensure that the 

City is consulted in the development of this feature story 
• there is a lot of discussion in the community about Ottawa and our growing high technology sector; 

there is a need to encourage our other economic clusters such as tourism, and this is a great event to 
support from an economic diversity perspective 

• the ability to attract high quality and prestigious events such as the Nokia Brier 2001 contributes 
greatly to creating a City with a high quality of life 

 
A major component of the request is to provide dedicated transit services to and from Landsdowne 
Park for the duration of the event.  Public Transit is a municipal service and Ottawa-Carleton is 
renowned for its system across North America. This is an excellent opportunity for the Region to 
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participate and deliver a service that will ensure tourists and residents alike can attend the event at 
reasonable cost and rely on a direct transit route to get there.   
 
It is perhaps the premiere and most watched curling event in the world. People come from across 
Canada and the world to see this week long plus event.  
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT COMMENT 
 
Should Committee and Council wish to approve this grant request, the Transportation Division has 
indicated that funds would be available within their 2000 operating budget.  
 
Approved by 
Tom Fedec on behalf of  
Lloyd Russell 
A/Finance Commissioner 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Nokia Brier Project meets all the "Outside the  Budget Process" criteria. It is recommended that full 
funding support of $75,000 which represent 1.9% of the expenditures be provided. 
 
 
Approved by 
M. J. Woollam 
Regional Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















Extract of Draft Minute 
Corporate Services and  
  Economic Development Committee 
03 October 2000 
 
 

 
 

 2001 NOKIA BRIER – CANADIAN MEN’S CURLING 
CHAMPIONSHIP – MARCH 3 – 11, 2001 
GRANT REQUEST OUTSIDE REGULAR PROCESS 
- Regional Clerk’s report dated 26 Sep 00 
 
Councillor Stewart inquired on the timing of the late application.  Mr. Jim Young, Chair, 
confirmed they were awarded the event one year ago.  However, he explained that part of 
the procedure was to attend the previous event held in early March 2000 in order to 
review the activities and review how to support them in Ottawa.  Mr. Young stated that 
based on the 2000 event, it was determined that the City could support the event in 
several ways that were beneficial to the event and the City.   Mr. Young confirmed there 
were earlier discussions with the Region; however, they waited until after attending the 
2000 event to submit their application. 
 
Councillor Stewart referenced the economic impact of $10 million and approximately 
5000 room nights, and inquired about the breakdown of the generated income.  Mr. 
Young stated by examining past studies, this figure was determined.  He pointed out it 
was not only visitors to the Capital, but also the curling community within the Ottawa 
Valley.   
 
With respect to the requested $75,000, J. Barbeau, Director, Corporate Programs and 
Administration, confirmed transportation costs were approximately $45,000 for the OC 
Transpo service.   She pointed out OC Transpo did not have funding to accommodate this 
type of event; therefore, funding was coming from the Transportation operating budget.  
With respect to remaining funds, M. Sheflin, Environment and Transportation, confirmed 
funding was available in the Transportation budget.  He added it was not permitted to 
close with a deficit at year-end. 
 
Chair Chiarelli referenced municipal support for previous events.  Mr. Young stated 
Edmonton provided transportation services and the host city for the 2002 event planned 
to request approximately $200,000.  
 
With respect to previous events, Mr. Young stated the most common concern expressed 
was over transportation, sometimes to a point of judging the success of the event on this 
component.  He emphasized it was very important for visitors / participates to have easy, 
reliable access to the facility and around the city.   



Extract of Draft Minute 
Corporate Services and  
  Economic Development Committee 
03 October 2000 
 
 

 
 

 
Councillor Cantin inquired about acknowledgment for the sponsorship and the option to 
host the opening or closing ceremony.   Ms. Bonnie Morris, Vice-President Business, 
stated they were also seeking support from the corporate community.  She reported the 
first official highlight of the Brier was to bring the sponsors / patrons together for a 
reception, with the plan to hold this event at 111 Lisgar Street. 
 
Councillor Beamish inquired if there would be the opportunity for product placement and 
acknowledgement for the Region of Ottawa-Carleton.  Ms. Morris stated details had not 
been finalized, however, they were happy to discuss this further.   The speaker added the 
TSN broadcasting would include a feature on the host community/city in addition to 
various segments throughout the 66 hours of television coverage. 
 
 
That Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee recommend that 
Council approve a grant request in the amount of $75,000 for the Ottawa Brier 
2001.   
 

 CARRIED 
 (D. Beamish dissented) 

 


