6.

RED LIGHT CAMERAS

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

WHEREAS there are over 50,000 motor vehicle collisions at intersections
throughout Ontario every year;
WHEREAS red light cameras can dramatically assist in reducing the number
of injuries and deaths resulting from red light runners;
WHEREAS the installation of red light cameras at dangerous intersections
has proven to be successful in Australia, Germany, Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland, Singapore and the U.K.;
WHEREAS there is a shortage of Police Officers;
WHEREAS the collisions at these intersections are resulting in serious injury
to pedestrians, cyclists and motorists;
WHEREAS the provincial government has endorsed the use of a similar
camera system to collect tolls on Highway 407;
WHEREAS mayors and concerned citizens across Ontario have been seeking
permission to utilize red light cameras;
WE the undersigned, petition the Legislature of Ontario as follows:
That the Government of Ontario support the installation of red light cameras
at high collision intersections to monitor and prosecute owners of vehicles
that run red lights.

DOCUMENTATION

1.

Extract of Minute, Transportation Committee 20 May 98 immediately
follows the report and includes a record of the vote.

2.

Dalton J.P. McGuinty, M.P.P. letter dated 27 April immediately follows the
Extract of Minute.

Extract of Minute
Transportation Committee
20 May 1998

6.

RED LIGHT CAMERAS
- letter dated 27 Apr 98 from D. McGuinty, MPP
Terry Phillipe, emphasized the importance of red light cameras to the safety of
pedestrians crossing at high-volume intersections. She hoped this technology will
be used as evidence against the motorists and suggested that any money generated
from a conviction should be used to assist victims and their families.
The Committee Chair explained that a private members bill is being proposed that
requires municipalities to use the fines collected to maintain the use of the cameras
or to improve traffic safety at intersections.
Councillor Bellemare questioned who will be targetted at intersections with these
devices - the driver or the owner of the vehicle and staff advised it will be the
owner of the vehicle, with the fine to be collected in the same manner as a parking
fine. The councillor suggested the Motion brought forward by Mr. McGuinty
states otherwise and proposed to change the term “motorists” in the closing
statement to “owners of vehicles” to ensure they can be prosecuted.
Councillor Bellemare further expressed some concern about the use of collected
fines and the cost recovery program. D. Brousseau explained that one approach to
installing these at no cost to the tax payer would be a cost sharing arrangement.
Although this would generate a bit of revenue, once this process starts to work the
revenue would drop off because there will not be as many people running red
lights for fear of being caught. The Commissioner emphasized that the object of
red light cameras is not to generate revenue, but to increase safety at intersections.
Moved by M. Bellemare
WHEREAS there are over 50,000 motor vehicle collisions at intersections
throughout Ontario every year;
WHEREAS red light cameras can dramatically assist in reducing the number
of injuries and deaths resulting from red light runners;
WHEREAS the installation of red light cameras at dangerous intersections
has proven to be successful in Australia, Germany, Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland, Singapore and the U.K.;
WHEREAS there is a shortage of Police Officers;
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WHEREAS the collisions at these intersections are resulting in serious injury
to pedestrians, cyclists and motorists;
WHEREAS the provincial government has endorsed the use of a similar
camera system to collect tolls on Highway 407;
WHEREAS mayors and concerned citizens across Ontario have been seeking
permission to utilize red light cameras;
WE the undersigned, petition the Legislature of Ontario as follows:
That the Government of Ontario support the installation of red light cameras
at high collision intersections to monitor and prosecute owners of vehicles
that run red lights.
CARRIED as amended

