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DATE 27 August 1996

TO/DEST. Co-ordinator, Planning and Environment Committee

FROM/EXP. Councillor Alex Munter

SUBJECT/OBJET RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH CROSBY
REGARDING THE RIDEAU CANAL SYSTEM

REPORT RECOMMENDATION

That Planning and Environment Committee recommend that Council request that the
Federal Government maintain and operate the Rideau Canal System as it is at present
under the Federal Government as an Historical Waterway.

DISCUSSION

The Council of The Corporation of the Township of South Crosby has forwarded the attached
correspondence asking for the Region’s support in requesting of the Federal Government that the
operation of the Rideau Canal System not be privatized but rather continue to be operated and
maintained by the Federal Government as an Historical Waterway.

Approved by
Councillor Alex Munter

Attach. ( 1 )









- ORIGINAL  SUBMITTED  IN  HANDWRITTEN  FORMAT -
(On file with the Regional Clerk)

Chaffey’s Lock, Ontario,
June 2, 1996

Council of Township of South Crosby,
Elgin, Ontario, K0G 1G0

Dear Members:

It appears that the Rideau’s status as a Canadian Heritage Canal is in
jeopardy, and it is in danger of becoming just another recreational waterway.

Indeed, I understand that the funding from Heritage Canada has been further
reduced and they have rated it a “most affected department” which translates into its
grants being reduced even more than some parks and heritage sites.

It is almost a betrayal of what we fought for between 1967 and 1972 when
we succeeded in placing it in Parks Canada’s hands for protection.

The federal government has already indicated its desire to turn the Rideau’s
operation and maintenance over to an “agency”, run by the present employees for
a three year term.  After that term, the tenders would be opened up to the general
public.

Deny it as they may, in my vocabulary it means “privatization”.  Experience
would suggest that the lowest tenders would be accepted.

Either of these moves would take away from the consistency in operations
and maintenance currently in force, or result in a vast increase in the already top
heavy bureaucracy to see that new inexperienced operators adhered to a set of
standards yet to be announced.

In either case, this would be to the detriment of the canal system.
Although at the moment, all changes seem to be on hold (hopefully because of
public pressure), it won’t last long.

Few people are as aware as Municipal Councillors of the Rideau’s value to
our part of Eastern Ontario.

The Rideau is the most unique waterway in North America kept in
excellent condition and operating much as it did....
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....in 1832 when it was officially opened by Colonel By.  Even its manual operation
has been maintained.

Its uniqueness is known world wide.  In fact, through the efforts of the
Friends of the Rideau it is under consideration as a World Heritage Canal.
Normally, it takes the international organization which makes the final decision five
years to reach a conclusion.  Two years ago this committee met at the opinion at
Chaffey’s Lock - representatives from all over the world.  There will be three more
years before we will know the result.

I believe if the government goes ahead with its plans, we can kiss this
honour for the Rideau good-bye.

Those of us who live along the Canal, and the thousands who share it with
us during the summer, are generally aware of the tremendous engineering feat it
was to carve this Canal through the early 19th Century wilderness.  Jones Falls
Keystone dam (at the time, one of the four largest in the world), the clever idea of
building a causeway across the west end of the Big Rideau Lake, thus raising the
water in a new lake (Little Rideau) high enough to prevent the high costs of
excavating the cut through hardpan at Newboro, the additional dams, lockmaster’s
defensible houses, block houses and magnificent locks with their state of the art
stone workmanship, attract engineers from all over the world to visit them.

Furthermore, the Canal forms the backbone of our economy; especially in
that area between Kingston and Merrickville.  There is not a business in the Rideau
Corridor that does not in some way profit from the boaters, day visitors and
cottagers who flock to the Canal every summer.  Elgin, Newboro, Westport,
Portland and smaller hamlets at each lock are particularly vulnerable to any
changes that may occur.
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Not only do local businesses, municipal governments, and citizens in
general profit from the activity generated by its presence, but federal and provincial
coffers benefit also.  They profit in increased income tax, G.S.T. and provincial
taxes from an area which would be depressed without the Waterway.
Furthermore, hundreds of our young people through the years have profited by
working on the locks and local businesses associated with the locks to further their
education.

In this part of Eastern Ontario it has helped us to become moderate
“haves” rather than “have nots”

I find it hard to believe that the Canal would operate more economically as
an “Agency” or “privatized”.  The men and women, generally citizens and
taxpayers of our townships, who operate the locks and service the Canal are not
highly paid when you consider their years of experience and their expertise in
dealing with valuable boats and flustered boaters.

In fact, a large percentage of these people work on a part time basis, and
even full time employees have wages which puts their yearly income close to the
accepted Canadian poverty line.  These intelligent front-line safety conscious
people who love this area, frequently come from families who have been
associated with the Canal for generations.

Where can we find better interpreters of the Rideau Corridor communities?

It seems to me, that the government’s plans will upset the delicate balance
that now exists on the Rideau, and could well hurt us all.

Certainly higher user fees must be considered, but governments must be
reminded to keep increases reasonable.  There is already some indications that this
year’s fee schedules are hurting the boat traffic and turning people away.
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Between 1967-72 when the Rideau was taken from the Department of
Transport and placed under the jurisdiction of what is now the Canadian Parks
Service by a Federal Order in Council, we have had relative peace and prosperity
along the Canal.

Now, that is in danger of disappearing.  During those years we rose up in
opposition to turning the waterway into a Coney Island Park through
“electrification”.  The responsibility is up to us to remind the government that such
a national treasure should not be destroyed because of periodic financial problems,
but should be maintained and operated in its time tested way as a symbol that our
great country does respect its past.

Hopefully, South Crosby, which played a leading role in the struggle to
keep the Rideau a heritage waterway in the late 1960’s will consider coming to its
rescue again, and perhaps, lead other corridor townships to follow their lead in
protesting to the federal government the problems outlined here.

What is occurring appears to be a high profile political decision so I
suggest any resolutions you may pass be directed to Madame Lucienne Robillard,
Minister of Heritage, Parliament Buildings, Ottawa, Ontario, with copies to your
local member and to the Honourable Marcel Masse, President of the Treasury
Board, Esplanade Laurier, East Tower, 9th Floor, 140 O’Connor St., Ottawa,
K1A 0R5.

As the Ontario Caucus of the Liberal Party in Ottawa has shown some
interest in our cause, I also suggest that the Honourable Peter Adams, Chairman of
the Ontario Caucus, M.P. for Peterborough, House of Commons, Ottawa, be
informed.  Because of their numbers in the House of Commons, they could be
valuable allies.

I know that your support and the support of other Rideau municipalities
would be valuable to this endeavour.

Sincerely,

Original signed by
Don Warren



Outline Rideau Crisis 96

Objections:

1)  That this unique, North American Heritage Canal, well and carefully
preserved down to its manual operation, appears in the process of being
downgraded to recreational canal status.

2) That the Ministry of Canadian Heritage is dubbing the Rideau “a most
affected department”, and is cutting its grants more than some other Parks’
holdings.

3)  That the Canal is to be turned over to an “Agency” for three years, and then
its operations “privatized”, or opened to public tender after that period -
feel that this path will be disastrous to a historic waterway - lack of
consistency, emphasis on profit taking - Coney Island atmosphere, etc. -
inexperienced low priced canal operators responsible for locking millions of
dollars worth of valuable boats each high season day can can be extremely
dangerous to boaters - present operators experienced, disciplined, safety
conscious and not overly paid (many are part time).

4)  That the government’s contemplated change will result in the Canal’s
chance of becoming a world Heritage Canal with all the prestige this would
entail - a real boost for Eastern Ontario tourism and additional spin off to
all governments.  (sic)

5)  That increases in fees for locking, mooring, camping, etc. are becoming too
rich for an ordinary citizen’s blood, and he is forced to go elsewhere
leaving the Rideau to the economic elite - a rich man’s paradise!

6)  That a thorough investigation of the Canal’s operation was carried out by
the Neilson Commission in the 1980’s and they found that no real financial
gain would be made by privatizing - why is it so essential now?  What will
be the cost to this magnificent canal system?

7)  That those of us who struggled from 1967 to 1972 and eventually had the
Rideau through Order in Council placed in Parks hands for protection now
feel betrayed as they race hell bent for election to destroy it.














