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DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

That the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committeecommend Council
support the application of the Corporation of the Township of Cumberland for city status.

BACKGROUND

On September 14, 1995, tlwuncil ofthe Township ofCumberland received r@port from the
Mayor’'s Task Force on Economic Development entizanberland’s Road t&rowth The
purpose ofthis report was to research and recommend an aglam to promote economic
development withinthe Township ofCumberland. Amonghe recommendations of the Task
Force was the following:

That the Townshipakeimmediateaction to become €ity andthat acommittee
be struck to consider the appropriate name for the City.

It was theview of the Task Force thathile agriculture continues to be an importaiatt of the
economy of Cumberlandhe title “Township” implied a rural naturewhich was not truly
reflective of a municipality in which 75% of population lived in its urban sector.



Having receivedhe report,Cumberland Council passed a resolution declaring its intention to
change itsstatusfrom that of aTownship to a City. A committee wasruck torecommend a
namefor the newCity. This committegeported back tcCumberland Council on January 16,

1996 and proposed that the name of the City be Cumberland. This recommendation was accepted
by Council and on February 6996, Cumberland Council enactddly-law Number9-96, the
operative clauses of which read:

THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township of€umberland
respectfully requests that théinister of Municipal Affairs and Housing to
recommend tothe Lieutenant Governor irCouncil that the status of the
Corporation of the Township @umberland be altered from a Township tGity

to be known as the Corporation of Gagy of Cumberland effective September 1,
1996; and

THAT for the purposes of the Section 128 of Highway Traffic Act, Chapter
H.8, R.S.0. 1990, the Corporation of @&y of Cumberland shall bdeemed to
be a township municipality.

The Council ofthe Township ofCumberland hasequested thaRegional Counciendorse these
requests.

DISCUSSION

The economic development all areas of Ottawa-Carleton isn@ajor concern fothe Councils,
staff, businesses and residentstleé Region and each the arsanicipalities. Through its
becoming a city, it ithe hope ofCumberlandhat it will able tobroaden its urban appeal to those
not now familiar with the municipality and the opportunities to be found there. TRegional
Corporation wholeheartedly supports Cumberland it this endeavour.

TheRegional Municipalities A¢tsubsection 3(1) provides that:

3(1) Despiteany Act, upon the reommendation of thdlinister upon an application by the
council of anareamunicipality, the Lieutenant Governor i@ouncil may, byorder, alter
the status of the aremaunicipality tothat of a townshipvillage, town or city municipality,
andmaydirect the newnamethat the areanunicipality will bear when itstatus is altered
and thedatewhenthe alteration of status will taleffect andmay provide forany matters
that areconsidered necessary or desirdbleimplementingthe alteration of status or for
carrying onthe areamunicipality subsequenthereto,including the composition of its
council.



Whereas in thénstances of Gloucester, Kanata and Negegislationenacted by th&rovincial
Parliament was necessary to alter tls¢atus from a township to aty, since 1982 it has been
possible to altethe status of an aremunicipality through means of an Order-in-Council.
Subsection 3(1) provides authority to the Cabinet to alter Cumberland’s status from a township to

a city.

With respect to the second clause of Cumberland’s By-law 9-96ligihevay Traffic Act section
128 provideghatunless otherwisposted the spediuit is 80 kilometresper hour in gaownship
and 50 kilometreper hour in acity. Consistent withthe approach taken in Gloucester, Kanata,
and Nepean, Cumberland wishegnaintainthe general speeliimit of 80 kph while avoiding the
costs of posting the speénhit across thenunicipality. Regional transportation hatree same
concerns as Cumberland and support the approach taken.

As the alteration in status of Gloucester, Kanata and Nepean was bamaghtineach case
through the enactment tdgislation it wasclearly possible to deethese threenunicipalities to
be townships for the purposes of tHighway Traffic Act section 128 notwithstandirntbat they
had become cities. A concern has been expressed in qaargers that theRegional
Municipalities Act subsectior8(1) does noprovide sufficientauthority to deem Cumberland to
be a township for the purposes of section 128.

It is the opinion ofthe Legal Departmenthat it is preciselyfor such matters as arise from the
guestion of theHighway Traffic Act section 128 that the powergs/en to Cabinet toprovide

for any matters that are considere@cessary or desirabl®r implementing the alteration of
status. As a result, it is théegal Department’s opiniotinat theCabinetdoes have the power to
given effect to Cumberlandi®quest to be deemed a township for the purposes of section 128.
Nevertheless, if the province n®t able to come to aimilar conclusion, staff wouldupport the
enactment of a private or government bill to achieve this purpose.
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