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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF OTTAWA CARLETON REPORT
MUNICIPALITÉ RÉGIONALE D’OTTAWA CARLETON RAPPORT

Our File/N/Réf. A.1.7.1.11
Your File/V/Réf.

DATE 8 January 1998

TO/DEST. Co-ordinator,
Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee

FROM/EXP. Regional Clerk
Regional Solicitor

SUBJECT/OBJET GRANT REQUEST
REDEEMER CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL

DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

That the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee recommend Regional
Council decline to make a grant to Redeemer Christian High School with respect to the
Regional Development Charges applicable to the 1997 construction of a gym.

BACKGROUND

Redeemer Christian High School is a private school operated by The Community for Christian
Learning Association of Ottawa, a charitable organisation.  Originally operated out of leased
facilities, the school purchased a site at 82 Colonnade Road in 1997.  The school applied for and
received a building permit to construct a 4,032 square foot extension for a gym.  The applicable
regional development charges for this extension were $5,242.00.  This amount has been paid.
The school however is requesting a grant by the Region in the amount of the applicable Regional
Development Charges.

REGIONAL COUNCIL POLICY

Attached as Annex “A” to this report is the documentation filed by the school with the Committee
in support of its request for a grant.  This grant request does not come within the established
programs by Regional Council for the making of grants.  In order to deal with such grant
requests, Regional Council established through Corporate Services and Economic Development
Committee Report 20, Item 2 a grant review process.  A copy of the policy is attached as Annex
“B” to this report.  Grant requests are only to be considered in exceptional circumstances.  The
criteria for consideration for a grant request outside the budget process or granting programs are
as follows:
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The grant must:

i) provide extraordinary benefits to Ottawa-Carleton;
ii) be of a one-time nature;
iii) have solid support from other funders; and
iv) be a viable and clearly defined project.

In addition, in the covering report on all Regional grants, Council carried the following
recommendation:

7a) That Grants and Purchase of Service agreements only be considered if they are for
programs that a clearly defined Regional responsibility;

It is to be noted that meeting the criteria does not entitle the organisation making the request to a
grant.

DISCUSSION

The grant request by Redeemer Christian High School has been reviewed by the Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer, and representatives of the Regional Clerk’s and Legal Departments.
It is the opinion of staff that the grant request fails to qualify under the Regional criteria.

Firstly, the provision of education is a role assigned to the province, the district school boards and
private entities rather then the Regional Corporation.  While all citizens and organisations in
Ottawa-Carleton have an interest in education, the funding of this important responsibility does
not fall within the ambit of Regional government.

Secondly, while the success of Redeemer Christian High School will be a benefit to Ottawa-
Carleton, in order to meet the first criteria for grant requests outside of the normal process, the
result of making the grant must be a benefit that is out of the ordinary for an expenditure of the
amount requested.  In this regard, staff note that Redeemer Christian High School is one of
several private schools in the Ottawa-Carleton area.  In addition, any other charitable or not-for-
profit entity, other than a place of worship, is required to pay regional development charges.  It is
the opinion of staff that necessity to show an extraordinary benefit is also not met by this grant
request.  Staff therefore recommend that Council decline to grant the $5,242.00 requested.

Approved by Approved by
M. J. Woollam J. Douglas Cameron
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