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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF OTTAWA-CARLETON
MUNICIPALITÉ RÉGIONALE D’OTTAWA-CARLETON

REPORT
RAPPORT

Our File/N/Réf.
Your File/V/Réf.

03-07-97-0069

DATE

4 February 1997

TO/DEST.

Co-ordinator
Community Services Committee

FROM/EXP.

Commissioner
Planning and Development Approvals Department

SUBJECT/OBJET

CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING
FEDERATION OF EASTERN ONTARIO INC.

DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION
That Community Services Committee and Council not support the Co-operative Housing
Federation of Canada’s suggested motion to “call upon the federal government to give
serious consideration to the proposal put forward by the co-operative housing sector to
administer the federally-assisted co-operative housing portfolio through a new, non-profit
non-governmental organization established for that purpose”.
BACKGROUND
Why a Report?
At its meeting of 16 January 1997, the Community Services Committee deferred consideration of
the correspondence from the Co-operative Housing Federation of Eastern Ontario, pending a
report from the Planning and Development Approvals Department.
CHFC’s Request
The Co-operative Federation of Canada (CHFC) is requesting Council’s support for its proposal
to administer the federally-assisted co-operative housing portfolio through a new, non-profit
organization.
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Support is Premature
In the context of the recent Provincial announcement to transfer the responsibility for the
management and funding of social housing to municipalities, Council’s support of the CHFC’s
proposal would be premature. At this time, it is not clear what the impacts of the Provincial
announcement will be. Whatever responsibility Council may have in the future with regard to
social housing, it is important that Council takes decisions knowing all the facts, proceed in a
consistent way through the process and be mindful of any future obligations. Opportunities for
CHFC to manage the co-operative housing portfolio may exist in the future once decisions about
the totality of the social housing stock are made.
Process
Discussions are underway between the Federal government and the provinces to turn over the
jurisdiction of social housing to the provinces. Our understanding is that the Federal government
is negotiating exclusively with the provinces and does not wish to deal with third parties.
Staff understand that once the Federal and Ontario governments reach an agreement, the Province
expects to deal with 50 planning areas some of which would be upper tier municipalities some
other lower tier, depending on which tier is best positioned to assume the funding and
management of social housing. Given that the government’s thrust is towards an integrated social
service delivery system in Ontario, one could expect that the Province will be looking to RMOC
to take over social housing. This is only speculation as the Ministry is silent on this issue.
More Information Needed
The transfer of social housing from the Federal and Provincial governments to municipalities is a
complex issue. It involves a number of players, various housing programs and funding
mechanisms. More information is needed to assess the impacts of such a transfer. Ministry staff
are doing more detailed assessments for municipalities and expect to have better information in
the weeks ahead. When more information becomes available, Regional staff will keep Council
informed.
CONSULTATION
Staff contacted Provincial and Federal representatives to gain a clearer picture of what the
Provincial announcement means. Also, staff is keeping in touch with the region’s major social
housing providers to share information and assess the implications of the proposed transfer.
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS
This report has no financial implications.

Approved by
Nick Tunnacliffe
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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF OTTAWA CARLETON

REPORT

MUNICIPALITÉ RÉGIONALE D’OTTAWA CARLETON

RAPPORT

Our File/N/Réf.
Your File/V/Réf.

03-07-97-0094

DATE

6 January 1997

TO/DEST.

Co-ordinator
Community Services Committee

FROM/EXP.

Councillor Diane Holmes

SUBJECT/OBJET

CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING
FEDERATION OF EASTERN ONTARIO INC.

REPORT RECOMMENDATION
For Committee discussion.

BACKGROUND
Attached please find correspondence from the Co-operative Housing Federation of Eastern
Ontario Inc. which is self-explanatory.
Would you please put this item on the agenda for the 16 January 1997 Community Services
Committee meeting.

Approved by
Councillor D. Holmes
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