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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF OTTAWA CARLETON MEMORANDUM
MUNICIPALITÉ RÉGIONALE D’OTTAWA CARLETON NOTE DE SERVICE

Our File/N/Réf.
Your File/V/Réf.

DATE 7 January 1997

TO/DEST. Chair and Members of Regional Council

FROM/EXP. Commissioner, Social Services Department

SUBJECT/OBJET RESPONSE TO OUTSTANDING RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM REPORT CSC NO. 25 - UPDATE ON EXPENDITURES
FOR THE DEDUCTIBLE TO THE TRILLIUM DRUG
PROGRAM

BACKGROUND

This report responds to the direction of Regional Council.  Its purpose is to provide information
on the cost incurred to assist low income clients to pay the deductible required for application to
the Trillium Drug Program of the Ministry of Health (see Annex A).

Effective April 1st 1996, the Ministry of Community and Social Services eliminated provincial
cost sharing for prescription drugs and drug products for Special Assistance and Supplementary
Aid recipients.  Instead, low-income families with high drug costs are to apply to the Trillium
Drug Program.

The Social Services Department submitted reports to Community Services Committee detailing
the impact of the changes and made recommendations.  On April 24, 1996 Council voted to
authorise the use of $175,000. of 100% Regional funds. These monies were available in the SSD
budget to pay, on a one-time basis, up to the total deductible for low-income earners to help with
the transition to the Trillium Drug Program.  Regional Council directed staff to prepare an
information report in six months on the proportion of those who formerly qualified for Special
Assistance/Supplementary Aid (Spec/Sup) who moved to the Trillium Drug Program.

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES

The attached Annex B summarises the amount of financial assistance granted to former Special
Assistance/Supplementary Aid clients  (Table A) and new applicants (Table B).  The statistics are
further broken down by family status, family member requiring the medication, type of income
and illness.

Information Previously Distributed
To Be Listed on Community Services
Committee Agenda                  16 Jan 97
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The same needs test used to determine eligibility for Special Assistance/Supplementary Aid, was
also used to determine eligibility for assistance with the Trillium Drug Program deductible.  In
addition, all cases were reviewed for eligibility for General Welfare or Extended Health Benefits.

Former Special Assistance/Supplementary Aid Clients

Clients who had been receiving a drug card (377 cases) until April 1st 1996, were sent a letter
(see Annex C) advising them that they may be eligible for assistance with the deductible and to
invite them to contact the Department.  Of the original 377 cases, 109 re-applied to the
designated worker.  Five qualified for General Welfare Assistance, 5 qualified for Extended
Health Benefits, 10 were ineligible and the balance (89 cases) received funds up to the amount of
their deductible for the Trillium Drug Program for a total cost of $36,875..

The largest proportion of the clients received CPP benefits (48.3%) or were employed (31.5%).
Not all clients chose to disclose their illnesses; however, of those that did (90%), the 4 most
frequently reported illnesses were Diabetes (22.5%), Psychological Problems (18%), Heart
Disease (12.5%) and Asthma (10%).

New Applications

From April 1st to October 15th, 1996, there were a total of 55 new requests for assistance.  Of
those, 2 applicants qualified for Extended Health Benefit, 11 were ineligible, and the remaining 42
cases were eligible for assistance with their deductible for a total cost of $24,907..  Of the 55 new
applications, 42% were in receipt of CPP, 24% Employment Insurance and 20% were employed.
The 3 most frequently reported illnesses were Diabetes (22%), Asthma (16.5) and Heart Disease
(13%).

Public Consultation

In addition to gathering statistics, RMOC staff consulted with community organisations to discuss
the impact of the changes and to determine what other services may be available.  Specifically,
information sharing meetings were held with the local Pharmaceutical Association and the Health
Department.  It was determined that assistance may also be available through the Special Drug
Program, The Red Cross or charitable organisations representing specific diseases or conditions.

As per Council direction, letters were written by both the Social Services Commissioner and the
Regional Chair to raise concerns with the Ministry of Health (see Annexes D, E and F).

CONCLUSION

The Department is unable to provide an exact estimate of the number of clients who actually
moved to the Trillium Drug Program.  The statistics in Annex B represent the number of clients
assisted with the deductible (144) with a total cost to the Region of $61,782..  Clients were
advised that it is their responsibility to apply to the Trillium Drug Program, on a personal and
confidential basis.
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The Social Services Department staff will continue assessing eligibility and granting the deductible
to eligible clients until December 31, 1996.

Approved by
Dick Stewart

JEB

Attach. ( 6 )
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ANNEX A

1994 Regional Council,
24 April 1996.

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 25

PROVINCIAL POLICY CHANGES AFFECTING DRUG BENEFIT PROGRAMS

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS AS AMENDED

1. That on a one-time basis the Social Services Department provide a 100%
subsidy of Trillium Drug Program deductibles for low-income people who
formerly qualified for drug benefits under Special Assistance and
Supplementary Aid at an estimated cost of $175,000.

2. That Regional Council congratulate the provincial government for reducing
the Trillium Drug Plan deductibles but notify the government that the
deductibles are still so high as to be a barrier to the program for many
people.

3. That RMOC staff advocate with community partners to reform the Trillium
Drug Plan.

4. That staff be directed to prepare an information report in six months on the
status of changes to the Trillium Drug Plan and the proportion of those who
formerly qualified for special assistance/supplementary aid who have moved
to the program.

5. That the RMOC write to the Ministry of Health requesting that once the
Trillium program is computerized, people with chronic diseases, and those
whose previous year’s pharmacy records establish ongoing high drug costs,
be designated on-line as meeting threshold criteria. Those so designated
would be immediately enrolled in the Trillium program and be allowed to
reach their deductible each year on a gradual basis e.g. by paying a
percentage of each prescription.

“CARRIED” with Councillor Hunter dissenting
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ANNEX C

6 May 1996

Dear :  __________________________________

Re:           Prescription Drug Costs

Recently, you were advised by the Social Services Department that the Ontario Government had
made changes to the programs which provided drug cards to people who needed help to pay for
prescription drugs.

You were also advised to make an application for assistance to the Trillium Drug Program,
Ministry of Health, and that to qualify it would be necessary for you to pay a certain amount of
your prescriptions (deductible) from your own funds.  This deductible would be based on your
family size and family income.

Since that time, the Regional Council of the Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton has
approved a small amount of money to assist people with the transition to the Trillium Program.
This allows the Social Services Department to provide financial assistance one time only in 1996
to help people in need with the payment of prescriptions up to the amount of the deductible.

The Department will not pay the entire cost of your prescriptions, so it is still necessary for you to
apply to the Trillium Program, if you need on-going assistance with your drug costs.

If you have on-going high prescription drug costs, and if you need help to pay the amount of the
deductible to qualify for the Trillium Program, please contact me for a review of your eligibility
for one-time only financial assistance from the Social Services Department.

__________________________________________
Welfare Worker

__________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________
Telephone Number
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ANNEX D
3 May 1996

Gayle Finlayson
Acting Co-ordinator of the Policy Unit
Drugs Programs Branch
Ministry of Health
3rd Floor
5700 Yonge Street
Toronto, Ontario
M2M 4K5

Dear Ms. Finlayson:

You may recall our telephone conversation several weeks ago concerning the Trillium Drug Program and
more specifically the possibility of the Municipality making contributions on behalf of low income persons
towards the deductible required before receiving Trillium Drug coverage.

I have attached for your information the report presented to the Community Services Committee of the
Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton on April the 18th, 1996 and the minutes from that meeting.

Beginning on page 11 of the minutes you will see a series of motions drafted by the Community Services
Committee.  All of these motions were subsequently passed by full Regional Council on April 24th, 1996.

In brief summary the Region of Ottawa-Carleton will be paying the deductible for very low income persons
on a one time only basis (1996).  The funds used to make these payments are 100% Regional funds; there
is no Provincial cost sharing contained whatsoever.

The other important aspect of these motions is the proposal directed to the Trillium Drug Program to
amend the method in which the deductible is assessed to reduce the possibility that the deductible in itself
will deter people from acquiring vital medication.  It essence the proposal calls for the deductible to be paid
on a gradual basis as a small percentage of prescription cost.  This proposal is made possible by the
introduction of the on-line, real-time computer system we understand is scheduled to be in placed by
January 1, 1997.

A formal transmittal of the Regional Council position has been sent to the Minister of Health from the
Regional Clerk’s office.  I would be pleased to provide any clarification that you may require upon receipt
of this correspondence.  I can be reached at (613) 724-4112.

Sincerely,

Dick Stewart
Social Services Commissioner

cc:  Regional Clerk

Attach. (2)








