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Le mardi 19 septembre 2000 - 18 h

Fuller Room, Terrace Level
Bytown Pavilion, City Hall

Salle Fuller, Niveau Terrasse
Pavillon Bytown, hôtel de ville



ii

Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee (Agenda 11 - September 19, 2000)
Comité consultatif local sur la conservation de l’architecture (Ordre du jour 11 - Le 19 septembre 2000)

Adoption of Agenda
Adoption de l’ordre du jour

Confirmation of Minutes
Ratification des procès-verbaux

Minutes 10 (August 22, 2000)

Procès-verbal 10 (Le 22 août 2000)

Index

Information Items
Articles pour information

1. Update- Laurier Bridge - P. Stumes
Mise à jour-Le pont Laurier - P. Stumes 
Ref.: CC2Z2000157 OT6 %% Somerset

2. Upcoming Voluntary Sector Workshops - Ottawa Transition Board
Ateliers sur le secteur bénévole à venir - Conseil de transition
d’Ottawa
Ref.: CC2Z2000191 OT1 %% Britannia%%Richmond

1

Action Items
Articles pour exécution

3. 6:00 p.m. / 18 h 
Designation of the former Ogilvy’s Department Store, 126 Rideau
Street, under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act
Désignation de l’ancien grand magasin Ogilvy, 126, rue Rideau, en
vertu de la Partie IV de la Loi sur le patrimoine de l’Ontario 
Ref.: CC2Z2000193 OT5 %% Bruyère%%Strathcona

5

Unfinished Business
Questions inachevées
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New Business
Nouvelles questions

Sub-Committees Report
Rapports des sous-comité

Circulation File
Dossier de circulation

Late Items
Articles en retard

Other Business
Autres questions

Deadline for material to be included in the next agenda
Date limite de présentation des documents à inclure dans le prochain ordre
du jour

Should you wish to include an item on the next agenda, please submit the
information to the Assistant by 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 19, 2000.

Si vous désirez ajouter un article au prochain ordre du jour, veuillez le faire
parvenir à l’adjointe d’ici au mardi 19 septembre 2000, à 16 h 00.

Next Meeting
Prochaine réunion

The next regular meeting of the Committee will take place on Tuesday, October
3, 2000, at 6:00 p.m., in the Fuller Room, Bytown Pavilion, Terrace Level, City
Hall.

La prochaine réunion ordinaire du Comité aura lieu le mardi 3 octobre 2000,
 à 18 h 00, dans la salle Fuller, pavillon Bytown, niveau terrasse, hôtel de ville.



iv

Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee (Agenda 11 - September 19, 2000)
Comité consultatif local sur la conservation de l’architecture (Ordre du jour 11 - Le 19 septembre 2000)

Members’ Reports - Enquiries
Rapports des membres - demandes de renseignements

Lucy Corbin, Chairperson/Présidente

Richard Rodgers, Vice-Chairperson/Vice-président

Rhoda Bellamy

Christopher Borgal

Andrew Horrall

Tom Laverty

Thierry Montpetit

Robert Pajot

Dinah Showman

Paul Stumes

Non-Voting Members
Membres sans droit de vote

Councillor/Conseillère Elisabeth Arnold

Councillor/Conseiller Stéphane Émard-Chabot

Adjournment
Levée de la séance

BJE   
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September 6, 2000 CC2Z2000191
(File: ACS1300)

Ward/Quartier
OT1 % Britannia%Richmond

2. Upcoming Voluntary Sector Workshops - Ottawa Transition Board

Ateliers sur le secteur bénévole à venir - Conseil de transition
d’Ottawa
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September 11, 2000 CC2Z2000193
(File: ACS1300)

Ward/Quartier
OT5 % Bruyère%Strathcona

3. Designation of the former Ogilvy’s Department Store, 126 Rideau
Street, under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act

Désignation de l’ancien grand magasin Ogilvy, 126, rue Rideau, en
vertu de la Partie IV de la Loi sur le patrimoine de l’Ontario
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September 11, 2000 ACS2000-PW-PLN-0131
(File: OHD4300 RIDEAU 126)

Department of Urban Planning and Public
Works

Ward/Quartier
OT5 % Bruyère%Strathcona

• Local Architectural Conservation
Advisory Committee / Comité consultatif
local sur la conservation de l’architecture

• Planning and Economic Development
Committee / Comité de l’urbanisme et de
l’expansion économique

• City Council / Conseil municipal

Action/Exécution

3. Designation of the former Ogilvy’ s Department Store, 126 Rideau
Street, under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act.

Désignation de l’ancien grand magasin Ogilvy, 126, rue Rideau, en
vertu de la Partie IV de la Loi sur le patrimoine de l’Ontario

Recommendation

That the former Ogilvy’s Department Store, 124-126 Rideau Street, be designated under Part
IV of the Ontario Heritage Act according to the Statement of Reason for Designation, below.

September 11, 2000 (2:06p) 
September 11, 2000 (2:26p) 

Edward Robinson
Commissioner of Urban Planning and Public
Works

Approved by
John S. Burke
Chief Administrative Officer

SC:sc

Contact: Sally Coutts - 244-5300 ext. 1-3474
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Financial Comment

Subject to City Council approval, funds in the amount of $1,200.00 for statutory advertising
will be made available by the Department of Corporate Services - Public Information
Statutory Advertising subactivity account 2231731.

September 11, 2000 (1:45p) 

for Marian Simulik
Acting City Treasurer

BH:cds

Executive Report

Reasons Behind Recommendation

The former Ogilvy’s Department Store ceased to function as a full-service department store
in 1992 when Robinson’s vacated the premises. At that time, the Department of Urban
Planning and Public Works advised the then-owners of the building that if the building were
retained, rather than demolished as a part of the site of the proposed parking lot, the
Department would not recommend its designation. Since then, Ogilvy’s has been purchased
by Viking Rideau and that firm  has submitted an application to demolish it to permit the
expansion of the Rideau Centre eastward. Viking Rideau is aware of the Department’s
commitment to maintaining this part of Rideau Street’s heritage and to the building’s
designation under the Ontario Heritage Act but has, nevertheless, applied for a demolition
permit rather than incorporate the building as part of the Rideau Centre’s expansion.

In addition to the Department’s commitment to the proposed designation, the City of Ottawa
Official Plan, Section 1.12, Rideau Street, encourages low-scaled, pedestrian oriented
commercial development along Rideau Street and states that

City Council shall ensure the protection, conservation and enhancement of heritage
resources on Rideau Street, and shall ensure that the design of development
respects and is sensitive to, such heritage features ...

The designation of the former Ogilvy’s would respect the above Official Plan policies.

STATEMENT OF REASON FOR DESIGNATION

The former Ogilvy’s Department Store has both historical and architectural significance. It
was built by Charles Ogilvy in 1906-1907, with additions in 1917, 1931 and 1934.  Born in
1861, Ogilvy emigrated to Canada from Scotland in 1863, immediately moving to Ottawa
where his father opened a stationery shop.  Ogilvy began his career at the firm of Elliott and
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Hamilton, Dry Goods.  In 1887, Ogilvy left that firm to establish his own dry goods shop on
Rideau Street.  By 1906 he had prospered sufficiently to build a new store.  Business
continued to grow and Ogilvy's eventually became a flourishing department store with
branches in Ottawa's suburbs.  This evolution parallels the North America-wide development
of the department store as the most important retail phenomenon of the late 19th and 20th
centuries.  Ottawa was unique among Canadian cities because its two leading local
department stores, Ogilvy's and Freiman's, were sufficiently successful to discourage the
entry of national chains into the city until the 1960s.

Ogilvy's was built in four stages.  The original dry goods store, designed by prominent
Ottawa architect W.E. Noffke and completed in 1907, was a rectangular structure with five
bays facing Rideau Street and seven bays facing Nicholas Street.  In 1917, it was extended
back eight more bays to Besserer Street, also to plans by Noffke.  The fourth and fifth floors,
designed by Ottawa architect A.J. Hazelgrove, were added in 1931 and 1933 respectively. 
The addition of the top two storeys and the resulting removal of the original third floor
cornice transformed Ogilvy's from a conservative design to a modern design more typical of
1930s commercial architecture.

The building is a large, flat-roofed, rectangular buff-coloured brick, steel-framed structure,
highly regular in style and detail.  Character-defining features of the building include the use
of the Greek key motif on the spandrel panels and secondary cornice, the metal cornice, the
wood-framed windows, the "Tree of Life" panels and the distinctive rounded northeast
corner. Its prominent corner location, anchoring the end of an important block of Rideau
Street, also contributes to its heritage value.

The interior of the building, the interior’s structure and the west facade are not included in
this designation.

Consultation

The owner of the building, Viking Rideau, has been encouraged to include the north, east and
south facades of this prominent Ottawa building in its re-development plans for this block of
Rideau Street,  but as yet, has not agreed to do so. Similar successful incorporation of
heritage facades was used in the redevelopment of 99 Rideau, east of the Bay and opposite
the Rideau Centre, as well as in the redevelopment of Zellers at the corner of Sparks and
O’Connor Streets. Viking Rideau is aware of the Department of Urban Planning and Public
Works’ intention to recommend the building for designation.

An “Intention to Designate” is published in Ottawa’s daily newspapers as a requirement of
the Ontario Heritage Act. Anyone wishing to object to the proposed designation may do so
within thirty days of the publication of the “Intention to Designate.” If there are objections, a
Conservation Review Board hearing is scheduled to hear them and report to Council. Council
then can either uphold the intention to designate or withdraw it. If Council upholds the
designation, a further 180-day period for negotiation ensues before a demolition permit
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would be issued . Recent changes in the City of Ottawa Act, however, permit Council to
further withhold the issuance of a demolition permit until a building permit for new
development on the site has been approved.

Disposition

1. Department of Corporate Services, Statutory Services Branch to advertise and notify the
owners (Viking Rideau Corporation, 50 Rideau Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9J7,
attention: Mr. Donald Maclellan) and the Ontario Heritage Foundation (10 Adelaide
Street East, 3rd Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 1J3) of City Council’s intention to
designate the Former Ogilvy’s at 124-126 Rideau Street.

2. Office of the City Solicitor to prepare the designation by-law and submit it to City
Council for enactment.

List of Supporting Documentation

Document 1 Location Map 
Document 2 Heritage Survey and Evaluation Form
Document 3 Historical Photograph
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Part II - Supporting Documentation

Location Map Document 1
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Heritage Survey and Evaluation Form Document 2
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Historical Photograph Document 3
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