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SUBJECT/OBJET INDUSTRIAL WASTE - SEWER USE REGULATION
PART 5.2 REGIONAL REGULATORY CODE

DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

That the Planning and Environment Committee recommend Council approvethat the
Regional Regulatory Code be amended to provide thall sewersand sewagevorks owned
or operated by or on behalf of any person anall connections theretowhich mediately or
immediately enter into such works within the Regional areare regulated bythe provisions
of Part 5.2, Sewers, Sewage Works and Control of Discharges.

PURPOSE

Thelegislative changes tthhe Regional Municipalities Act iBill 143, (theRegional Municipality

of Ottawa-Carleton and French-Language SciBward, Statuté.aw Amended Act1994)give

the Region authority to regulate the dischargeanypsanitary, combined, astorm sewers as if

the works were regional works. The purpose of this report is to extend the application of Part 5.2
of the Regional Regulatorode (Sewer UsBy-law) to all sewage works in order thacilitate

the regulation of dischargefsom industry, manufacturing, commerciagtade, business, and
institutions that discharge directly or indirectly to sanitary, combined and storm sewers.

BACKGROUND

In July 1991 Council established ardustrial Waste - Sewer Use Control Program. One of the
key items identifiedfor the success of the program waat it beimplemented as a Regional
responsibility with full co-operation of areanunicipalities. Under the program, the area
municipalities maintainedheir responsibilitiedor dealing with residentiabewer use discharge



issues whildhe Regiorassumedhe newresponsibilitiedor theindustrial discharge issues. The
Region’s enforcement of its Sewer WBg-law is currently contingent upaine co-operation of
the local municipalities.

At the time the program wasstablished, Council directed staff to sé=islation to allowfor a
RegionalSewer Uséy-law whichwould apply to allsewers throughout Ottawa-CarletoStaff
were also directed to update the sewer uskwyto reflectthe requirements contained in the
1988 Ministry of Environment and Energy’s Model Sewer Use By-law.

In January, 1994Council approved aramendment tdPart 5.2 of theRegulatory Codevhich
updated thdregion’s sewer use requirements and incorporieiinistry of Environment and
Energy’s Model Sewer UdRy-law. Atthetime oftheamendmentthe Region hadot received
the necessary legislative changes to hdke sewer use requiremendgpply to all sewers
throughout Ottawa-Carleton.

In May 1994 Bill 143 was enactewhich, amongptherthings, gave the Region the authority to
regulateall sewers throughout Ottawa-Carletorf.his changewill allow for a moreefficient
administration of the Industrial Waste - Sewer Use Control Program.

DISCUSSION

The Industrial Waste Section of tlenvironment and Transportation Departmentrently
administersPart 5.2 of theRegional RegulatoryCode. The Code provides fononitoring,
sampling, permitting anceporting of sewage discharges to regional sewers. Iteslsblishes
criteria for the quantity anduality of sewage discharged to sanitary, combinedstadn sewer
systems.

The majority of industrial dischargers @ttawa-Carleton are connected kacal nunicipal
sewers. The wasteom industries flowghrough thdocal municipalsewers prior to entering the
regional sewer system. As a result of thiee Regionregularly requireshe assistance abcal
municipalities when administeririgart 5.2 of the Codgarticularly as it relates tihe installation
of manholes for the purpose of monitoring, sampling and enforcemeatddnfor theRegion to
formalizethe implementation othe Industrial Waste Program through the use ofaba& sewer
use by-laws, the Region would require agreements with each of the local municipalities.

In order toensure a consistent approach wigealing with industrial discharges tbhe sewer
systemthe same requirements should applyatbsewer users throughout Ottawa-Carletdmnis

is critical giventhat the sewagesually flows from a locakewer to a regional sewer and is
ultimately treated at the Pickard Centre.

The amendmergroposed irthis report,would extend th@rovisions contained iRart 5.2 of the
Regional RegulatoryCode toapply to alldischarges to sewageorks, including to local and
regional sanitary, combined astbrm sewers.This results in unifornstandards foall sewer
discharges in Ottawa-Carleton and avoids the negotiation of agreements with the 11 area
municipalities concerninghe administration of sewer usmsntrol, aswell asthe duplication of
services. This results moreefficientandcosteffective delivery othe Industrial Waste - Sewer

Use Control Program.



The localmunicipalities will continue to own their infrastructure and to perform tleeessary
maintenance of sanitargtorm, andcombined sewerander their jurisdiction. Issues related to
residential discharges wilill be the responsibility ofthe local municipalitiesalthough theRegion
will also have the ability to assist the municipalities if necessary.

It is recommendethat the Coderovisions be extended to apply ath discharges tall sewage

works within the Regional Area to facilitatéhe administration ofthe Industrial Waste - Sewer
Use Control Program.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

This change to the Regulatory Code will not result in any financial impact to the Region.

CONSULTATION

A working grouphas been established tweate aforum for eachlocal municipalityand the
Region insupport ofthis initiative to exchange information regarditige enforcement and
administration of the Sewer Use Control Program.

Approved by
M.J.E. Sheflin, P. Eng.
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